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WE GATHER
ACKNOWELDGEMENT
In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years, and their
descendants who maintain their spiritual connection and traditions.
We thank them for sharing their cultures, spiritualities and ways of living with the land
in this place we all now call home.
Let us observe a moment of silence to reflect on the millions of footprints that
travelled the Dreaming pathways, and our own loved ones who have gone before us.
May we continue to walk gently and respectfully together with each other.
Adapted with permission from National Day of Healing and Reconciliation Kit Brisbane Justice and
Peace Commission and Toowoomba Social Justice Commission and Aboriginal Partners.
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Leader: We call to mind the presence of our loving God, with
us always, in the name + of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
All: God of accompaniment,
you are with us on our life journeys,
loving us, laughing and crying with us.
May we be attentive to the needs of others
as we walk beside them,
giving comfort and hope,
a listening ear
and a warm heart of encouragement.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD
ONE VOICE READS - LUKE 24: 13–31
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and
talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were
kept from recognising him. And he said to them, “What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken
place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?”
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
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They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did
not find his body there, they came back and told us that they
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished
from their sight.
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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WE REFLECT INDIVIDUALLY
Each person will now have some time to reflect silently on
where you felt God speak to you in this passage. Did a certain
phrase or image move you or touch your heart? ...
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(Let the group reflect in silence for a few minutes).

WE LISTEN TO EACH OTHER
You are now invited to share what spoke to you in the
passage. We ask that no one else comment or reply. We
receive in silence the sharing of each person, conscious
that the Spirit also speaks to us through one another.
(Individuals in the group share)
As we re-read the passage, let's ask ourselves:
'How do we hear God speaking to us about our time and
place in this passage?'
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WE LISTEN AGAIN TO THE
WORD
ONE VOICE RE-READS - LUKE 24: 13–31
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition
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Now on that same day two of them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and
talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus
himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were
kept from recognising him. And he said to them, “What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They
stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken
place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?”
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.
They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they
did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said; but they did not see
him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he
walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes
were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished
from their sight.
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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WE REFLECT TOGETHER
(Ask these questions prayerfully, giving time for reflection before people share and
converse together)
How did we hear God speaking to us about our time and place in this passage?
As followers of Jesus, what do we offer to people in the community who are struggling and
downhearted?
Jesus’ accompaniment of the disciples began with him listening patiently to what was in
the disciples’ hearts. What does this teach us about the way we should accompany people
we encounter in society?
In what ways does Jesus accompany you when you accompany people in the community
who face disadvantage and injustice such as First Nations people and
refugees?
Let us keep all we have heard with us as we leave this space.

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader: Together we say the Lord's prayer ...
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All: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
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