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W E  G A T H E R

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years, and their
descendants who maintain their spiritual connection and traditions. 
  

We thank them for sharing their cultures, spiritualities and ways of living with the land
in this place we all now call home.   

Let us observe a moment of silence to reflect on the millions of footprints that
travelled the Dreaming pathways, and our own loved ones who have gone before us.   

May we continue to walk gently and respectfully together with each other.

Adapted with permission from National Day of Healing and Reconciliation Kit Brisbane Justice and
Peace Commission and Toowoomba Social Justice Commission and Aboriginal Partners. 

A C K N O W E L D G E M E N T

1The Signs of Our Times Project - www.signstimes.net
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Leader: We gather together in prayer, mindful of God’s
presence, in the name + of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen. 

O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R

All: God of encounter, we pray that your Holy Spirit guides us
and that your example inspires us to keep an openness to
others we meet in our lives and a willingness to listen, with a
loving heart, even when this is difficult. In this way we pray
that we may help to bring your peace and comfort to our
current world especially to those who are wounded and
scorned. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Leader: Together we say the Lord's prayer ... 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to
her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to
buy food.)  The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do
not share things in common with Samaritans.)  Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that
is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him,
and he would have given you living water.”  The woman said
to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where
do you get that living water?  Are you greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and
his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again,  but those who drink
of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 
 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said
to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not
your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said
to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place
where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to
her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  
You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews.  But the hour is coming,
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these
to worship him.  God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.”  The woman said to him, “I
know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”  Jesus said to her, “I
am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

W E  L I S T E N  T O  T H E  W O R D
O N E  V O I C E  R E A D S  -  J O H N  4 : 7 - 2 6
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W E  R E F L E C T  I N D I V I D U A L L Y

Each person will now have some time to reflect silently on
where you felt God speak to you in this passage. Did a certain
phrase or image move you or touch your heart? ...

(Let the group reflect in silence for a few minutes).

You are now invited to share what spoke to you in the
passage. We ask that no one else comment or reply. We
receive in silence the sharing of each person, conscious
that the Spirit also speaks to us through one another. 

(Individuals in the group share)

As we re-read the passage, let's ask ourselves:

'How do we hear God speaking to us about our time and
place in this passage?'

W E  L I S T E N  T O  E A C H  O T H E R
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 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said
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have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not
your husband. What you have said is true!” The woman said
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know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
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The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

W E  L I S T E N  A G A I N  T O  T H E  W O R D
O N E  V O I C E  R E A D S  -  J O H N  4 : 7 – 2 6
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C L O S I N G  P R A Y E R

ALL: Loving God,
Open our hearts so that there is always room for the other’s point of
view. Help us to develop a true spirit of dialogue so that we might
be moved to create a better world of understanding, peace and
justice. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, our inspiration and guide, Amen. 
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W E  R E F L E C T  T O G E T H E R

(Ask these questions prayerfully, giving time for reflection before people share and converse
together) 

How did we hear God speaking to us about our time and place in this passage?

Rather than judging the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus entered into a dialogue with
her. What was the outcome of the dialogue for the woman?

What lessons does this teach you about engaging with people whose life experiences or
attitudes are different from yours?

What could you learn from dialogue with people on the margins of society?

Jesus offered the woman “living water”. How can you offer this to others through 

dialogue today?

Let us keep all we have heard with us as we leave this space. 

Praying with
Scripture


