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Scripture

W E  G A T H E R

In the spirit of reconciliation, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years, and their
descendants who maintain their spiritual connection and traditions. 
  

We thank them for sharing their cultures, spiritualities and ways of living with the land
in this place we all now call home.   

Let us observe a moment of silence to reflect on the millions of footprints that
travelled the Dreaming pathways, and our own loved ones who have gone before us.   

May we continue to walk gently and respectfully together with each other.

Adapted with permission from National Day of Healing and Reconciliation Kit Brisbane Justice and
Peace Commission and Toowoomba Social Justice Commission and Aboriginal Partners. 

A C K N O W E L D G E M E N T

1The Signs of Our Times Project - www.signstimes.net
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Leader: We gather together in prayer, mindful of God’s
presence, in the name + of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.

O P E N I N G  P R A Y E R

All: Lord Jesus, you reach out to those on the margins giving
us your example of love and inclusion of all. 

May we recognise our sisters and brothers on the road and,
like the Good Samaritan, may we stop and help.

May we show them your compassion and love.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Leader: Together we say the Lord's prayer ... 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us 
and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
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W E  L I S T E N  T O  T H E  W O R D
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New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him,
“What is written in the law? What do you read there?”  He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.”  And he
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and
you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbour?”  Jesus replied, “A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away,
leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on
the other side.  So likewise a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him.  The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.’  Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?”  He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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Each person will now have some time to reflect silently on
where you felt God speak to you in this passage. Did a certain
phrase or image move you or touch your heart? ...

(Let the group reflect in silence for a few minutes).

You are now invited to share what spoke to you in the
passage. We ask that no one else comment or reply. We
receive in silence the sharing of each person, conscious
that the Spirit also speaks to us through one another. 

(Individuals in the group share)

As we re-read the passage, let's ask ourselves:

'How do we hear God speaking to us about our time and
place in this passage?'

W E  L I S T E N  T O  E A C H  O T H E R
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New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him,
“What is written in the law? What do you read there?”  He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.”  And he
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and
you will live.”

But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is
my neighbour?”  Jesus replied, “A man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away,
leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on
the other side.  So likewise a Levite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity.  He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him.  The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more
you spend.’  Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?”  He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

O N E  V O I C E  R E A D S  -  L U K E  1 0 : 2 5 - 3 7



C L O S I N G  P R A Y E R

All: Lord, Father of our human family,
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies
and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.

May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognise the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. Amen. 
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W E  R E F L E C T  T O G E T H E R

How did we hear God speaking to us about our time and place in this passage?

When have you behaved like the Levite or the priest when confronted with someone facing
difficulty and hardship?

What types of people are commonly left out, excluded or ignored in society today?

Samaritans were often looked down on by Jews in Jesus’ day. What is the significance for us
of Jesus choosing a Samaritan as a model of what God wants?

The Good Samaritan was very generous in his care for the man he found on the road. 
What implications does this have for your support for people who are left out by the rest of
society?

How do you deal with the disapproval of others who reject or despise those you support in
your social action?
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A  P R A Y E R  T O  T H E  C R E A T O R


