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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Catholic Social Teaching emerges from the dialogue of Scripture, and the tradition of church
teaching and action, with the people, places, and events of history. It learns from the world as
well as offering guidance, entering dialogue with all forms of human knowledge. Catholic Social
Teaching often appeals to people, groups, and nations to embrace dialogue as a way of
preventing or addressing violence, as a way of seeking deeper understanding, and as a way of
growing together as one human family. Through dialogue we can seek the truth together,
drawing on the experience and wisdom of all people, cultures, and faiths. Dialogue affirms that
everyone has something to contribute, and that everyone should be heard. Pope Francis
encourages us to extend our dialogue to embrace all creatures, who have something to say to
us about the Creator, and to the earth itself.
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F R O M  T H E  S O C I A L  T E A C H I N G  D O C U M E N T S

Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming to know and understand one another, and
to find common ground: all these things are summed up in the one word ‘dialogue’. If we want
to encounter and help one another, we have to dialogue… Unlike disagreement and conflict,
persistent and courageous dialogue does not make headlines, but quietly helps the world to
live much better than we imagine.
Francis, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), n 198.

Authentic social dialogue involves the ability to respect the other’s point of view and to admit
that it may include legitimate convictions and concerns. Based on their identity and experience,
others have a contribution to make, and it is desirable that they should articulate their positions
for the sake of a more fruitful public debate… Indeed, “in a true spirit of dialogue, we grow in our
ability to grasp the significance of what others say and do, even if we cannot accept it as our
own conviction. In this way, it becomes possible to be frank and open about our beliefs, while
continuing to discuss, to seek points of contact, and above all, to work and struggle together”.
Francis, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), n 203.

“This [the close of the Listening and Dialogue stage of the Plenary Council preparation] is a
landmark moment for the Church – not only in terms of the stories that have been shared, but
also in the new relationships that have formed after encountering one another in dialogue. The
change that this brings is already evident among people from all parts of the Church.”
Archbishop Timothy Costello, Media Statement, 7 March 2019.

F O R  R E F L E C T I O N
How would you describe the differences between a diatribe, a debate and dialogue?

Can you recall a time when you were surprised by wisdom from an unexpected source that
emerged through dialogue? What made that dialogue possible, and how did you respond?

How might valuing dialogue as a way of proceeding influence your work for justice, ecology,
and peace?


