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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Pope Francis says that realities are more important than ideas and he is very
critical of ideas that have become “detached from realities” (Evangelii Gaudium,
The Joy of the Gospel n 231). Very often he encourages us to go out from
ourselves to be with those who are left out, or pushed out, or in need, and not to
worry about getting our shoes dirty. The call to a culture of encounter has
become one of the hallmarks of his teaching and it is given great emphasis in
Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship).

In Jesus the Trinity of Love moved out to encounter us in the human condition.
We too are called to move out to encounter others, who are in fact the
prolongation of the Incarnation. Our action for justice, ecology and peace must not
be something distant and theoretical.
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F R O M  T H E  S O C I A L  T E A C H I N G  D O C U M E N T S
Each of us can learn something from others. No one is useless and no one is expendable. This
also means finding ways to include those on the peripheries of life. For they have another way
of looking at things; they see aspects of reality that are invisible to the centres of power where
weighty decisions are made.
Francis, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), n 215.

To speak of a ‘culture of encounter’ means that we, as a people, should be passionate about
meeting others, seeking points of contact, building bridges, planning a project that includes
everyone. This becomes an aspiration and a style of life.
Francis, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), n 216.

With Pope Francis, we avoid getting ‘mired in theoretical discussions’ and instead seek to ‘hear
the true stories’ of people’s experience, look at reality through the eyes of those most affected,
and ‘listen with an open heart to the stories that they tell’. Our task is to listen to people, to the
earth, and to all of God’s creation, since everything is interconnected, speaks of the wellbeing
of each part and of the whole, and reveals something of the Creator.
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Foreword, Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor (Australian Catholic
Bishops Conference Social Justice Statement 2021-22), p 2.

F O R  R E F L E C T I O N
Can you think of a time when an encounter with someone on the margins changed your way of
looking at things?

What difference might starting with encounters with the people most affected by issues make
to your action for justice, ecology and peace?

How might your community cultivate a ‘culture of encounter’ and make it part of your ‘style of
life’?


