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I N T R O D U C T I O N

No matter how cold and cynical our world may seem, if we look closely, we will
see God at work as Love loving. God loved each of us into being, making us part
of one human family in a sublime communion with all of God’s creatures. This
truth guides our 'micro' relationships with friends, family, and small groups, as well
as our 'macro' relationships in the social, economic and political spheres. Love is
social as well as personal.

Our action for justice, ecology and peace is a love response to God’s love for us,
and for all of creation. That is why it goes beyond human justice – merely giving
each their due – to embrace mercy, forgiveness and care. To evangelise is to
make God’s love more visible in the world.

Love is at the heart of Catholic Social Teaching.
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F O R  R E F L E C T I O N
Which of these quotes from Catholic Social Teaching documents most attracts you? Why?

Consider the difference between being drawn by love and being driven by other forces, such as
anger. What difference might love make to your action for justice, ecology and peace?

Out of love, God broke into human history as a human being – what walls and distances are
Love calling you, and your community to break down?
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F R O M  T H E  S O C I A L  T E A C H I N G  D O C U M E N T S

To love someone is to desire that person’s good and to take effective steps to secure it.
Besides the good of the individual, there is a good that is linked to living in society: the common
good. It is the good of ‘all of us’… The more we strive to secure a common good corresponding
to the real needs of our neighbours, the more effectively we love them. 
Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate (Integral Human Development in Love and Truth), n 7.

Because all creatures are connected, each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of
us as living creatures are dependent on one another. 
Francis, Laudato Si’ (On Care for our Common Home), n 42.

If we go to the ultimate source of that love which is the very life of the triune God, we
encounter in the community of the three divine Persons the origin and perfect model of all life
in society. 
Francis, Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship), n 85.

Intimate connection with the heart of God may require us to embrace and find meaning in the
vulnerability and suffering that comes with loving. It will draw us to work to eliminate that
suffering which cuts people off from God, each other, and the rest of creation – suffering that
denies people and communities participation in the fullness of life. 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, To Live Life to the Full (Social Justice Statement
2020-21), p 18.
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